August 15, 2010

No more putting off ...

SERMON:    

Procrastination. How many of us are guilty of putting things off? If you were to walk in my den this week you will see that I have been putting off getting things in order. My room has been in disarray since the windows were replaced and I just never got around to getting everything back in its place. It is easier sometimes to toss something on a pile and close the door than it is to properly put things away neatly.

Procrastination is not something new to humans. We have a history of procrastinating. Why do we procrastinate? Usually it is because we feel the task ahead of us is too big and we don't have enough time to properly handle the task. So, we let it go for later. I have learned that if I put off cleaning my den then it will never get cleaned. If only I could find the time to work on it.

I need to tell myself - No more putting off - 

Stuff.


And that is our first blank today - stuff.

The people of Israel were procrastinators. They wandered in the desert for 40 years because of their procrastination. While they were still in the desert, twelve spies headed off to the promised land to bring back reports. After 40 days of exploring the land the spies came back to report:

27 They gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan." 

 30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it." 

 31 But the men who had gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; they are stronger than we are." (Numbers 13:27-31 - NIV)

You can tell when you are in the presence of procrastination because one word always shines through clearly. Look at what was said in verse 30 - "we should go." They weren't doing what they were supposed to be doing. They knew what they were doing, but they made excuses to avoid doing it. They put off stuff they should have been doing. In the second half of that sentence we find these words - "we can certainly do it." 

And that is how we go from procrastination to doing things. Quit telling ourselves we should and instead stand up and say we can and then just do it.

I would like to share a video clip this morning that will illustrate why we shouldn't put things off for another day. And it also introduces the next thing we shouldn't be putting off.

We have put extra tissues on the table this morning in the baskets so help yourself if you need them.

Play chapters 2 and 3 from the movie Up.

As you can see from that clip, Elly and Carl both had a dream for adventure. They planned to someday make it to South America. But then life happened and before they knew it they grew old. The rest of the movie is about Carl making their dream come true, but he had to do it without his Elly.

How many times have we put off time with people who are important to us because of the busyness of life?

Kathie had a needlepoint when our girls were younger that stated:

Cleaning and scrubbing can wait 'till tomorrow,
for babies grow up, much to our sorrow.
So quiet down cobweb - dust, go to sleep.
I'm rocking my baby and babies don't keep.
That poem shows us how busy our lives are and how far out of whack our priorities can be. Thank God for the mother who put those thoughts down in a poem to share with young mothers. 

Although it is important in life to get things done we have to be careful that we put people and relationships first. Our next point is this, no more putting off - 

People.

I recently went to a funeral home to support a friend who lost his sister. He recently was able to reconnect with his father who left when he was younger. His sister being much younger than my friend never knew her father and didn't see a reason to seek him out. My heart goes out to her father because when he was able to come spend time with his daughter it was when she was laid out at the funeral home. 

I don't know the story of why he left or why they never connected before. But I can only imagine the heartbreak that the father felt looking down at the casket containing the body of a daughter he never got to know. I am glad that my friend was able to connect with his father. At least his father has that relationship in his life. 

We have looked at the wisdom of Solomon in the book of Proverbs and today we turn to another of Solomon's writings to learn from him the importance of relationships.

8 There was a man all alone; he had neither son nor brother. There was no end to his toil, yet his eyes were not content with his wealth. "For whom am I toiling," he asked, "and why am I depriving myself of enjoyment?" This too is meaningless - a miserable business! 

9 Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: 

10 If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up! 

11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone?  (Ecclesiastes 4:8-11 - NIV)

God Himself recognized our need to be in relationship when He first made Adam. God created everything and said that it was all good, but there was one thing lacking.

God said, "It's not good for the man to be alone; I'll make him a helper, a companion." (Genesis 2:18 - The Message)

So let's be careful that we are not putting off people. Relationships do not belong on the back burner. We need to live life with others and for others.

We have to be careful that we don't put off stuff that needs to be done and that we don't put off people. After Bruce shares this song with us we will look at one more area of life that we shouldn't be putting off.

(I Wish We'd All Been Ready by Larry Norman)

APPLICATION:   

The words of the song that Bruce just shared with us tell us about a future event, an event that Luke wrote about in the Bible passage I just read. Many of you may have heard of the rapture - when Jesus comes to take His people home as time runs out for this present Creation. I am not going to get into the rapture today because there are lots of views to cover on that subject, but if you are interested that could be a topic for a future sermon.

What I took from the words of that song is this:

If the end times do not happen in our lifetime, then we each will face our own personal rapture someday when Jesus comes calling to take each of us home at the end of our lives. Because of this truth, we need to make sure that in our lives there is no more putting off - 

God.


The writer of Hebrews tells us:

12See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. 14We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first. 15As has just been said: 


 "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion." (Hebrews 3:12-15 - NIV)

The Bible tells us that we need to make a decision to follow Christ while we are still alive on this earth. We need to do it today, not tomorrow or next week or when we are older. 

It saddens me that many young people have the attitude that Christianity and church and faith are things to be concerned about when they are older. Nothing can be further from the truth. We all, no matter how old or young, need to make sure that we are in a right relationship with God by knowing His Son Jesus Christ. 

How many of us can say with 100 percent certainty that we will wake up tomorrow? How many of us can say with 100 percent certainty that we will make it home alive today after church? We do not know what the future holds. We don't know how much time we have left on earth. We need to make sure that we make the best of the time we have and take care of things in life. 

No more putting off stuff. Quit procrastinating and just do it. Things won't get done by themselves. In fact, the more things we put off, the more things we will find that have to be done. Make it easy on yourself and do it while you are thinking about it and while you have the time and energy to do it.

No more putting off people. We need to take our relationships off the back burner. Pick up that phone, write that letter, make that visit while you and the other person are both still alive. Don't go through life with regrets because you didn't reach out to others and missed an opportunity to connect with them.

Finally, no more putting off God. God wants for you to have eternal live spent with Him and with all the other believers in heaven. Make time for personal and family prayer. Make time to read your Bible and think about what God is trying to say to your about your life. Make church attendance a priority in your life. Gather with others to spend time in corporate worship, in fellowship and in hearing the word preached and applied to your life. 

What is it that you are putting off in life? Are you putting off stuff, people, God? Whatever it is that you are putting off, please, while you have time and energy and life to do it, stop putting them off. 

Do those things in life you always said you would do some day. Connect with those lost friends or estranged family members. Get right with God so you are ready when the day comes for Him to lead you home. 

And make sure you have your priorities right - God, then people, then things to do.
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