December 4, 2011

O Come Let Us ...

SERMON:    

There is something that has been on my mind for quite some time and I think that today is the day for me to bring it up.

This Christmas millions of Americans are stringing up lights and garland inside and outside of their homes and offices. They are throwing and attending parties and exchanging gifts during this joyous season.

But for many of them it is not about celebrating the birth of Christ, it is about the holiday at the end of the year or the winter holiday.

Christmas used to be a holy day for us but now it is called the winter holiday and the year end holiday. It is considered to be a time for sales events and parties. America has turned Christmas into a holiday instead of a Holy Day.

What I find ridiculous is to have a tree decorated with the usual ornaments and lights but then it has to be called a winter holiday tree or a year end tree when it obviously is a Christmas tree.


What has led to this happening in America? King David wrote these words a few thousand years ago in Psalm 53:

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, and their ways are vile; there is no one who does good. (Psalm 53:1 - NIV)

I believe that society as a whole is trying to get everyone to sing the same song at this time of year - 

O Come Let Us Ignore Him!

That is the first point in our outline today. O come let us ignore Him.

God is being taken out of America more and more each day. It has gotten to the point where Christians are being told what they can and cannot do about God in their lives. Now the name of our Holy Day is being changed into something that is designed to hide the reality of the reason for the season even though when we protest about it we are told that it is only being changed so that others are not offended. 

The Media Research Center's Culture and Media Institute did a study over two years of watching Christmas coverage on ABC's World News, CBS Evening New and NBC Nightly News. They institute noted that there were  527 stories that made reference to Christmas.

When I saw that number I said WOW! That is a lot of references to Christmas on the three major networks. But the study went on to state that only 7 out of the 527 stories about Christmas made mention of Jesus or God. All the other stories told about the impact of Christmas on the economy, retail sales, travel, sports, weather and even the Senate health care bill.

Only 312 words mentioned the events of 2000 years ago and the impact that the birth of Christ has had on the world. Compare this to the 320 words CBS gave to the possibility of including table tennis as an Olympic event in 2012. 

It is not just the media that we have to be concerned with. Educators are doing their part to remove Christ from Christmas. Some school districts have gone so far as to disallow any songs or cards in the classroom that make mention of Jesus. So instead of singing Away in the Manger our children are learning songs like Frosty the Snowman. 

I have nothing against the holiday songs but don't take away the Christmas Carols to make room for the secular songs.

The Liberty Council is a non-profit legal organization that seeks to stand up for religious freedoms in our nation, and that includes Christians. They are in the midst of 44 cases that are directly related to Christmas in the school systems around our country. Here are a few of them:

In Plano, Texas teaches and students were told not to wear red or green  because those are Christmas colors.

In Wisconsin, school musicals use the tunes of songs like Silent Night and O Little Town of Bethlehem, but the words are changed so that there is no mention of God or Jesus or why that night was special in the first place.

A parent in Hudson, Florida was upset that Winter Holiday showed up on the calendar given out by the school. He filed a discrimination lawsuit against the school because God cannot be mentioned but his child has to have education about gays and lesbians.

Finally in Birmingham, Alabama the children were told to make holiday treat bags, but the bags could not be decorated with the words Christmas or Noel or Jesus. No images of angels or crosses were allowed. Candy canes were not allowed as a treat because of the Christian story attached to them. But it was okay to include a picture of a Hanakkuh dreidel as a decoration.

The marketplace is no better. In order not to offend people, which could negatively affect sales, advertisers will avoid using the word Christmas as they try to market Christmas to the public through generic terms like Holiday Sales and Season's Greetings.

I wish more people had the attitude of Ben Stein. He is a lawyer, an actor, a writer and an economist. Listen to what he wrote as a commentary on what is happening America about Christmas:

I am a Jew, and every single one of my ancestors was Jewish. And it does not bother me even a little bit when people call those beautiful lit up, bejeweled trees Christmas trees. I don't feel threatened. I don't feel discriminated against. That's what they are: Christmas trees. It doesn't bother me a bit when people say, "Merry Christmas" to me. I don't think they are slighting me or getting ready to put me in a ghetto. In fact, I kind of like it. It shows that we are all brothers and sisters celebrating this happy time of year. It doesn't bother me at all that there is a manger scene on display at a key intersection near my beach house in Malibu. If people want a manger scene, it's just as fine with me as is the Menorah a few hundred yards away. 

I don't like getting pushed around for being a Jew and I don't think Christians like getting pushed around for being Christians. I think people who believe in God are sick and tired of getting pushed around, period. I have no idea where the concept came from that America is an explicitly atheist country. I can't find it in the Constitution and I don't like it being shoved down my throat. 

Or maybe I can put it another way: why aren't we allowed to worship God as we understand Him?

David wrote about fools who think that there is no God. Thank God that not everyone is a fool. There are many people who believe in God and work hard to keep Him before the eyes of our nation.

So while the fools try to get everyone to sing their rendition of O Come Let Us Ignore Him we will sing what Christians have been singing for a long, long time:

O Come Let Us Adore Him!

On that first Christmas night, the shepherds did as the angels did when they realized the miracle that God had come to earth. They ran to adore Him, to worship Him. Meanwhile thousands of miles away the wise men in the east saw the star and decided to follow it. They knew that it heralded a great event that was a once in a lifetime event.

These wise men traveled far and as Matthew recorded it in the 2nd chapter of his Gospel:

On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. (Matthew 2:11a - NIV)

These men were not fools, they are even referred to as the wise men. Unlike the fools who want to think that there is no God, these wise men believed that there is a God and that He had entered into history for a reason. They may not have known the Gospel message that Jesus would bring to mankind, but they knew that God has a purpose when He moves among His people. 

Where many saw a little baby boy born to a young, unwed mother the wise men saw a great King, a King who would reign over all other kings, a King of heaven.

Today we have wise men and wise women living among us. They know the truth and are not afraid to take a stand for the truth. For every one of those legal cases I mentioned earlier, there are lawyers fighting for the rights of Christians to worship God freely and without interference from the government or any other leaders in our nation.

In what is now known as the Candy Cane Case the courts of our land have learned of the folly of trying to make a generic holiday out of Christmas.

8 year old Jonathan Morgan was forbidden from handing out candy canes at a winter party to his classmates because attached to each candy cane was a poem about Jesus. The Liberty Council took the Plano, Texas school district to court.

After 8 years and several court dates the Firth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in favor of young Jonathan. The court stated that the school district violated Jonathan's constitutional rights. They ruled that every person, no matter how young or old, cannot have their first amendment rights violated. If other students had the right to pass out cards and gifts stating Happy Holidays or Merry Winter than Jonathan had the right to pass out cards wishing others a Merry Christmas.

In the corporate world we find other wise men and women. The chain store Hobby Lobby purchases full page ads in local papers around the country during Easter and Christmas to remind people of the real reason that those days are celebrated.


Walmart tried one year to change Merry Christmas to Happy Holidays and the backlash from the public was so strong that Walmart now instructs its employees to with people a Merry Christmas.

What can we take from this today? It is okay to say Merry Christmas! It is our duty as Christians to remind the world of the reason for the season. To help us spread that message this year we have some buttons that I would like for everyone to wear throughout the Christmas season this year. As we pass our offering basket feel free to take a button and proudly wear it over the next few weeks.

APPLICATION:   

We have seen today that the fools want for everyone to live as they do, as if there is no God. The fools of this world ignore God and ignore Jesus Christ and they won't be happy until they get everyone else to play along by their rules.

We have also seen that there are those who are wise and know that God is in control of all things. The wise men and women are those who lift high the lights of Christmas and shine them into a world full of darkness so that there not be just peace for all of mankind but that all will know that hope can be found in Jesus Christ.

What is the difference between a fool and wise person? I think it is a heart issue. The Bible often tells us of those who have hardened their hearts towards God. Maybe this is why the fools of this world want to take away our Christmas joy.

Dr. Seuss wrote these words about the one person who hated Christmas more than anyone else - the Grinch.

The Grinch hated Christmas; the whole Christmas season!

Now, please don't ask why; no one quite knows the reason.

It could be that his head wasn't just screwed on right.

It could be, perhaps, that his shoes were too tight.

But I think that the most likely reason of all

May have been that his heart was two sizes too small.

This year don't be quiet about Christmas. Let people know why you celebrate this most wonderful time of the year. It's okay to decorate your houses and to say Merry Christmas and to exchange gifts with others. Just don't lose sight that the reason behind all of this is Jesus Christ. We decorate our houses and trees to honor Jesus the light of the world. We wish each other Merry Christmas because we want to share the joy of salvation with others. And we exchange gifts as we remember that God gave us a great gift when He gave up all of His glory to come down as a little baby on that first Christmas night.

We can't control what other people say or do this Christmas and we don't need to be concerned whether or not people hear the traditional greeting of Merry Christmas in the public square or in the malls or at the local Lexus dealer where we are all ready to by a new Lexus for our loved ones for Christmas. What we can control is what we say to others. So wear your buttons proudly and proclaim a Merry Christmas to those you meet. And never be ashamed to tell anyone the real reason for the season. 
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